
GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – February 23, 2016 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. in Room 102 of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Kasko.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Mayor Kasko, Commissioner 

Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford were present along with the Borough 

Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and approve 

them as posted for the meetings of February 9, 2016.  Commissioner Moscatelli seconded 

he motion, which was then approved unanimously by the Commissioners. 

 

Ordinance 2016-01 was introduced for second reading, which amends Chapter 199 

entitled Streets and Sidewalks.  Mayor Kasko opened the Public hearing for this ordinance 

and gave a brief explanation of the amendment, which is that sidewalks will now be 

inspected and repaired at the sale of a home.  Commissioner Moscatelli further explained 

that the last section of the amendment provides that residents are responsible for 

plantings and structures that are in the right-of-way will remain the responsibility of the 

homeowner, even after a sale of the property to a new owner.  Commissioner Rochford 

stated that the Borough reviewed the ordnances of surrounding towns to help in arriving 

at the ordinance that is on the agenda.  Mayor Kasko finished by stating that the 

Commissioners feel that this ordinance is the best way to deal with the issues concerning 

sidewalks. 

 

Erin Hakstol, Bradshaw Avenue, asked if everyone was not required to have sidewalks at 

their properties.  Mayor Kasko replied that there are homes that do not have sidewalks, 

but the Borough does look at including them when a road program is scheduled.  This is 

done on a case-by-case basis.  Another factor that is considered is whether or not the 

roadway is within the Safe Routes to School area. 

 

Chris Heslin, W. Redman Avenue, asked if this ordinance would be revenue neutral.  

Commissioner Rochford replied that the homeowners have to pay an inspection fee to 

cover the cost of the inspector.  Mayor Kasko also pointed out that there is an additional 

fee if more inspections are required.  He finished by stating that this ordinance is not 

expected to generate revenue. 

 

Beth Levine, Ellis Street, stated that there are mature trees in town which cause the issues 

with the sidewalks.  They way to permanently fix the problem is to damage the tree roots, 

which can kill a tree.  Commissioner Moscatelli acknowledged that this is a “catch 22” 

situation, which the Borough hears frequently.  He also pointed out that in the original part 

of the ordinance it is stated that residents are supposed to contact our Public Works 

Department (DPW) to have them correctly shave the roots of the tree once the sidewalk 

has been pulled up.  They are able to do this in a way that does not kill the trees.  

Unfortunately, there are some contractors who do not want to schedule that with DPW.  

Ms. Levine commented that it seems to her that most people did not fix their sidewalks 

when they received a letter from the Borough and suggested that the Borough increase 

the fines when people don’t comply. 

 

As there were no more questions asked Mayor Kasko made a motion to close the public 

hearing and adopt the ordinance on second reading.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 

 

Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted affirmatively to 

pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2016-02-23-033 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2016-02-23-034 Authorization for the Submission to the County Clerk’s Office of a Ballot 

Question for the November 8, 2016 Election – Local Open Space Tax levy 

Referendum Question 

2016-02-23-035 Authorization to Amend Resolution 2016-02-09-023 to Approve 

Appointment 

2016-02-23-036 Authorization to Approve Event for Partnership for haddonfield, LLC – 

“Pet-A-Palooza” 

2016-02-23-037 Authorization to Adopt the Borough Rain Garden Adoption Program 

2016-02-23-038 Authorization to Amend Resolution 2016-01-12-011 Designating Official 

Newspaper for legal Notices 

 

 

The fourth grade students from Elizabeth Haddon School were asked to stand, introduce 

themselves, as well as ask any questions they had.  In attendance were Kieran Heslin, 



Redman Avenue; Avery Hakstol, Bradshaw Avenue; and Teagan Braman, Briarcliff Court.  

No questions were asked at this time. 

 

Mayor Kasko opened the public comment portion of the meeting.   

 

Ms. Levine made a complaint to the Commissioners regarding the overnight parking 

permitting process.  Her apartment faces Ellis Street and there is no place for her to park.  

She has received two parking tickets, for which she never actually saw the ticket, but only 

found out about them because she received a court notice giving her 12 hours to pay the 

fines since she missed the court date.  When she came to the Police Department to obtain 

her overnight parking permits she was never told about the parking permit required to 

park on the first block of Centre Street, which is where her vehicles were parked.  

Additionally, she has been parking there since the beginning of the year and this is the first 

time she has been ticketed.  Commissioner Rochford replied that he would like to sit down 

with her and the Police Chief to discuss this issue.  Ms. Levine also pointed out that the 

website and the community calendar do not mention anything other than overnight 

parking. 

 

As there were no further questions or comments, Mayor Kasko announced that he will be 

presenting a proclamation this weekend to the members of Haddonfield Memorial High 

School’s Varsity Football squad for qualifying for the 2015 South Jersey Group 2 playoffs. 

 

Additionally, he announced that there will be a special Planning Board meeting held on 

Thursday, March 2, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. in the Borough Hall Auditorium for public comment a 

redevelopment at the Bancroft site. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:01 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 

 

 
 


